GETAC Position Statement

The Governor’s EMS and Trauma Advisory Council (GETAC) has reviewed the recent proposed structures of the
Department of State Health Services and strongly recommends the EMS and Trauma System functions remain
intact. These functions are critical to public health and safety, are inter-related, and require consistent oversight and
coordination. We believe that HB 3588, a mandate from the Texas Legislature, supports this system approach to
EMS and Trauma care. Such an approach to the EMS and Trauma System is a hallmark component of the EMS
Agenda for the Future published by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and well documented
throughout industry publications.

Integration and collaboration between stakeholders and TDH has allowed the Texas EMS and Trauma System to
show dramatic decreases in trauma deaths — 20% since 1989.
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Despite this, trauma remains the leading cause of death for children and young adults. Maintaining the integrated
approach to EMS and Trauma will promote the goals of reorganization — cost savings as well as efficient and
effective management while improving quality of service to our patients. Fragmentation of the system will limit
coordination of the inter-related components, increase costs to tax payers and local governments, and inhibit the
efforts to further reduce mortality and morbidity rates in Texas.

A coordinated functional approach to EMS and Trauma Systems (including Healthcare Systems, EMS Licensing
and Credentialing, Trauma Systems, and Injury Prevention) will:
e Focus on service delivery
Foster direct management accountability
Reorganize around common service delivery
Promote integration and consistency
Establish appropriate span of control

To this end, GETAC recommends EMS and Trauma Systems remain functionally intact in one of the two following
scenarios in order of preference:
1. As an integrated unit reporting to an Assistant Commissioner for EMS and Trauma.
2. As an integrated unit reporting through the Healthcare Systems branch to the Assistant Commissioner
of Regulatory Services (as proposed).

Through continued EMS and Trauma System integration, we will produce cost savings for the taxpayers, improved
care for the consumers, and a process that meets the stakeholders’ needs.
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Ed Racht, MD Date
Chair, Governor’s EMS & Trauma Advisory Council




EMERGENCY PHYSICIAN
Frederick N. Hagedorn, M.D.
University Medical Center

602 Indiana Avenue

Lubbock, Texas 79415

WK: 806/775-8458 or 9700

FAX: 806/775-8454 or 8460
FHAGEDORN@TEAMUMC.COM
TERM EXPIRES: 01/01/08

EMS MEDICAL DIRECTOR

Edward Racht, M.D., Chair

Austin/Travis County Emergency Medical Services
RBJ Health Center

P.O. Box 1088

Austin, Texas 78767-8865

WK: 512/972-7250

FAX: 512/972-7011

Edward.Racht@ci.austin.tx.us

TERM EXPIRES: 01/01/06

Fire Chief

Raymond P. Holloway
Kerrville Fire Department
212 A Street

Kerrville, Texas 78028
WK: 830/257-8449

FAX: 830/257-8455
raymondh@kerrville.org
TERM EXPIRES: 01/01/04

PRIVATE EMS PROVIDER
F.E. Shaheen Il

Levelland EMS Corporation
809 11" Street

Levelland, Texas 79336
WK: 806/894-8855

FAX: 806/894-7097
fshaiii@aol.com

TERM EXPIRES: 01/01/04

URBAN TRAUMA FACILITY

Ronald M. Stewart, M.D.

Department of Surgery

University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio
7703 Floyd Curl Drive

San Antonio, Texas 78229-3900

WK: 210/567-3623

FAX: 210/567-0003

stewartr@uthscsa.edu

TERM EXPIRES: 01/01/08

EMS VOLUNTEER

Pete Wolf, Vice Chair

Windthorst Volunteer Fire Department
P.O. Box 95

Windthorst, Texas 76389

PHONE: 940/733-1352

FAX: 940/423-6879
Pdwolf@comcell.net

TERM EXPIRES: 01/01/06

EMS EDUCATOR

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Gary D. Cheek, RN, EMT
Abilene Fire Department
1732 Alamo Court

Clyde, Texas 79510

WK: 915/829-3921
gdcheek@yahoo.com
TERM EXPIRES: 01/01/08

RURAL TRAUMA FACILTY
John L. Simms

Trinity Community Medical Center
700 Medical Parkway

Brenham, Texas 77833

WK: 979/ 830-2200

FAX: 979/830-2244
jsimms@mail.st-joseph.org
TERM EXPIRES: 01/01/04

COUNTY EMS PROVIDER
Marti VanRavenswaay

724 East Boarder St., Ste 103
Arlington, Texas 76010-7407
WK: 817/548-3900

FAX: 817/548-3903
commish@tarrantcounty.com
TERM EXPIRES: 01/01/08

PEDIATRICIAN

Joan E. Shook, M.D., Assoc.
Professor

Depart. of Pediatrics/Emergency
Med.

Baylor College of Medicine

6621 Fannin Street MC1-1481
Houston, Texas 77030

WK: 832/824-2277

FAX: 832/825-5426
eshook@texaschildrenshospital.org
TERM EXPIRES: 01/01/04

TRAUMA SURGEON OR NURSE
Mario Segura, RN

Starr County Memorial Hospital
P.O. Box 78

Rio Grande City, Texas 78582
WK: 956/487-5561, EXT: 2240
FAX: 956/487-0332
MSegura00@yahoo.com
LSunga@aol.com

TERM EXPIRES: 01/01/06

GENERAL PUBLIC

Rebecca Campuzano- Salcido
2255 Nancy McDonald

El Paso, Texas 79936

WK: 915/859-7545

FAX: 915/859-9862
rsalcido@csv.tachc.org

TERM EXPIRES: 01/01/04

GENERAL PUBLIC
Kris J Gillesnie
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